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Stylistics 
Faculty of English Language and Literature, University of Athens  
6th Semester – Spring 2017  
 

Instructor: Mariza Georgalou 

 
This course is concerned with the linguistic analysis of literary, mainly, texts (e.g. poetry, 

prose fiction and drama). Other types of texts, such as social media posts, advertisements, 

song lyrics and film scripts, are also explored. The course focuses on different linguistic 

levels (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, discourse and conversation analysis) and 

explains how language creates meanings and the style of each text. It also examines the 

impact of texts on their readers and the ways in which readers arrive at certain 

interpretations. Among the topics covered are foregrounding in language, figurative 

language, narrative and point of view, speech and thought presentation, construction and 

development of text worlds, construction of characters, creativity in digital writing, and 

application of stylistic analysis to English and literature teaching. The goals of this course 

are to: 

 

� raise students’ awareness of how language is used creatively in literary and 

everyday contexts; 

� introduce students to appropriate tools for the analysis of texts on all levels of 

language;  

� give students a hands‐on experience of stylistics through their own textual 

analysis; 

� increase students’ understanding of the relationship between the writer’s 

linguistic choices and readers’ interpretations; 

� improve students’ critical faculties concerning writers’ use of language and style; 

� show students how to utilise stylistic analysis for educational purposes. 

 

 

ModulesModulesModulesModules    
 

1.1.1.1.        Introduction to Stylistics   

  what stylistics is: history | branches | reasons 

 

2.2.2.2.  Foregrounding in language: deviation   

  kinds of deviation 

 

3.3.3.3.  Foregrounding in language: parallelism   

 kinds of parallelism | sound patterns 
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4.4.4.4.  Figurative language   

 conceptual vs linguistic metaphor | creative reworking of ordinary metaphors 

 

5.5.5.5.  Narrative and point of view   

discourse structure of fictional prose  | I‐narrator and third‐person narrator  | 

linguistic indicators of viewpoint 

 

6.6.6.6.  Mind style 

  linguistic choices and mind style | normal and unusual mind styles 

 

7.7.7.7.  Speech and thought presentation   

  categories of speech and thought presentation 

 

8.8.8.8.  Construction of text worlds 

  schema theory 

 

9.9.9.9.  Characterisation 1: background knowledge & characterisation   

approaches | role of prior knowledge | social cognition and fictional characterization 

| readers’ descriptions of character 

 

10.10.10.10.  Characterisation 2: fictional conversations & characterisation   

speech acts | implicature | interaction in discourse | ‘conversation’ between authors  

and readers 

 

11.11.11.11.  Creativity and aesthetics in digital writing   

 form writing | orthography | vernacular creativity 

 

12.12.12.12.  Teaching English and literature through Stylistics   

stylistics and language learning | demonstration: stylistic analysis for language 

teachers 


